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 Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

 Thursday, August 4, 2022  

Blessed Solanus Casey Room 

 

Call To Order The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Chair Lauren VanSteel 
 
Present Mark Farone, Danti Ianni, Al Kearney, Ron Lenz, Fr. Mike Murray, Tom Odea, 
Christine Patton, John Saltzgaber and Lauren VanSteel 
 
Gospel Reflection Christine Patton read the Gospel for August 6-7, 2022 – Nineteenth 

Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C), Luke 12:32-48 followed by comments and 

observations from several members. 

 

Approval of Minutes The June 2, 2022 PPC Meeting Minutes were edited to reflect that 
Tom O’Dea attended the meeting and the spelling of Michaela Stiles name was corrected. 
Motion by John Saltzgaber, seconded by Tom O’Dea to approve these minutes as edited. 
The motion carried. 

 

Pastor’s Report Father Mike Murray commented on a variety of parish activities, 
including: school enrollments for 2022-23, school staffing changes, strengthening religious 
education programs via the Whole Family Program and Youth Group, 11 of our 13 
graduates are slated to attend Lansing Catholic Central this fall; the Flint Mission Trip was 
a wonderful experience for the youth involved; a Men’s Series in collaboration with Saint 
Mary Williamston is slated for 6-7 sessions this fall aimed at helping 25-45 year-olds better 
understand how to be a strong man and good marriage partner; parish finances are looking 
favorable as income is exceeding expenses; a mapping initiative is underway to identify 
clusters of parishioners by neighborhoods in an effort to build community via periodic 
neighbor get-togethers and outreach efforts like “Welcome Wagon;” letters are going out 
to members of the parish asking that they reflect on their level of financial support and a 
Stewardship initiative focusing on Time and Talent is anticipated between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, with the Treasure portion to follow, after the Christmas/New Year’s 
holidays. The fall fundraiser is slated for Saturday, October 22, 2022 from 6:30 pm to 10:00 
pm and will be held using parish facilities. This year’s goal is to raise $85,000, net of 
expenses, to be used to support our parish school and ministries. 
 

Parish Ministry Reports 

St. Martha School - Please see Andrea Patton’s attached written report 
 
Religious Education Program - Please see Father Mike’s Report 
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Council of Catholic Women - Christine Patton has reviewed the attached written report and 
commented about efforts underway to attract new members, expand the volunteer base for 
the Friday Fish Frys during Lent and explore revenue sharing with the Knights of 
Columbus in exchange for providing volunteers at their fundraising activities. 
 
Knights of Columbus - Dante Ianni commented upon efforts underway to recruit new 
members and involve younger men from the parish in leadership roles. He also mentioned 
several upcoming activities, including the Lugnuts Outing on August 5 at 7 pm at Lugnuts 
Stadium and the annual Golf Outing at the Meridian Sun golf course on Sunday, September 
11 starting at 11:30 am. 
 
Communications - Father Mike noted that the Sunday 10:00 am Mass is now being 
streamed on YouTube instead of the Saturday, 5:00 pm Mass. With technical assistance 
from the Diocese, we hope soon to resume video messages to the parish. 
 
St. Vincent dePaul Conference - Al Kearney reported that the organization is understaffed 
at this time and needs the parish’s help in ministering to those neighbors in our community 
who are in need of assistance whether it be food, shelter and/or financial support. He 
pointed out 3 major areas where assistance is urgently needed, including: 1) adding 11 
more volunteers to this ministry. Currently 14 people are trying to do the work of 25 
individuals. 2) developing programs to help those in need be more self-sustaining. 3) 
Finding a better, larger space for the Bread Ministry and the foodstuffs stored there.  
 

Outreach Initiatives and Parish Organization Survey for 2022/23  
A common theme echoed by many of the comments made tonight focused on involving 
more parishioners in donating their “time” and “talents” to advancing the goals of our 
various parish ministries. Lauren VanSteel and John Saltzgaber reviewed drafts (attached) 
for two documents: the first outlining the need to grow our parish through stewardship 
accompanied by several suggested activities for each ministry to undertake during 2022-
23 and the second one - a questionnaire aimed at gathering some basic information about 
each parish ministry and detailing opportunities they may undertake to reach-out and 
recruit more parishioners to their ministry. In addition to developing a “ministry database” 
and master calendar of parish activities, it is hoped that this information will be used to 
develop communications, strategies, and activities aimed at strengthening and sustaining 
our parish ministries. 
 

All PPC members are encouraged to share their thoughts and suggestions about these 

drafts by Saturday, August 6, 2022 via an email message to Lauren VanSteel 

(lgvan@icloud.com) so that we can incorporate them and email final versions of the two 

documents out to all of the parish ministries the week of August 8-12, 2022. 
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New Business 

There was no New Business to be conducted. 

 

Closing Prayer and Meeting Adjournment 

Father Mike offered the closing prayer and the meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
John Saltzgaber 
 

Upcoming PPC Meetings 

Thursday, October 6, 2022 @ 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, December 1, 2022 @ 5:30 p.m.  
Thursday, February 2, 2023 @ 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 6, 2023 @ 5:30 p.m. (to be cancelled or moved - this is Holy Thursday) 
Thursday, June 1, 2023 @ 5:30 p.m. 
 

Minutes Approved by the PPC on October 6, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Report from Andrea Patton, Principal of Saint Martha School 
 

Back to School 

 Meet the Miracles-August 9, 2022 6-7:30- Welcome new families and visit with 
veteran families. 

 Teachers return to the building August 10. 

 Walk Through- August 17-Visit Classrooms- Drop off supplies. 

 August 18-Half Day 

 

Student # Update 

 117 K-8 (10 new families, 15 new students) 

 27 in preschool (15 new families)  

 Still getting phone calls about enrollment. (Mainly preschool and kindergarten). 
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Staff Changes 

 Jarrid Thelen-now teaching at Lansing Catholic 

 Lynn Collom-working at Lansing Catholic as assistant to one of the Deans 

 Meredith Hopkins (violin teacher)-moving to Chicago and is now pursuing her 
teaching license.  

 Michele Shepard quietly retired. 

 

Joining our staff (This info was sent to parents) 

Please welcome Cynthia Farnsworth as the new St. Martha Administrative Assistant.  She 
is a 2005 graduate of MSU. Go Green!  Her experience in customer service and as a 
corporate office associate will bode well in her new role. Cynthia and her husband, Matt, 
are parents to Stana, a St. Martha first grader and reside in Okemos.  She has been very 
active in volunteering at the school for the past few years, so the children will recognize 
her from the lunch room, fun day, and more.  She will begin training with Mrs. Collom on 
July 18th. Cynthia enjoys spending time with family and friends, traveling, sewing, and 
playing roller derby.  We are elated to have her join the staff and she is really looking 
forward to working with the St. Martha community. 

 

Mrs. Char Richardson will be joining our middle school staff as a full-time teacher. She 
will be teaching English, Literature and Religion (8th grade). Mrs. Richardson has been 
teaching in Catholic Schools for over 25 years and loves teaching middle school. She 
resides in Owosso with her husband of 28 years and lives on a small farm. She enjoys 
camping, quilting, and reading. She is very passionate about Catholic education and feels 
called to share her love of the Lord with her students. She is so excited to be part of St. 
Martha and we feel blessed to have her here. 
 
Mrs. Heidi Burkhardt will be sharing her love of Christ and passion for her faith with our 
middle school teaching Religion to the students in gr. 5-7. Mrs. Burkhardt taught for many 
years at St. Martha before staying home to raise her two children, Sarah (3 rd grade) and 
Jacob (2 nd grade). She and her husband, Don, reside in Okemos and have been long time 
parishioners of St. Martha. They love spending time with their family up north. Mrs. 
Burkhardt is a member of the St. Martha Evangelization Committee and is responsible for 
bringing in many of the speakers for our parish. She has so much to share about our faith 
and we look forward to having her immerse our students into a deeper relationship with 
Christ. We are grateful that she will be part of our staff. 
 
Mrs. Wendy Muzzatti will be coming aboard as the Technology teacher. She is the mother 
of three St. Martha graduates, Dryden, Sutter, and most recently Bailey (class of 2021). 
She and her family enjoy all things soccer and hockey! She and her husband, Jason, live in 
Okemos and have been members of the parish for many years. Mrs. Muzzatti has been a 
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substitute teacher for the past two years. The students enjoy having her in their classroom. 
She has an extensive knowledge of Google Classroom and all things Google (Slides, Docs, 
Forms, Sheets, etc.). She is excited about delving into the curriculum and has already been 
creating plans that include coding for the upcoming school year. We are excited to welcome 
her aboard and appreciate her willingness share her knowledge with our students. 

 

 New Aides: Leslye Torres, Annie Henseler 

 

Still interviewing: 

 Violin teachers 

 

School Theme 22-23 

“Beacon of Light” 
Matthew 5:14-16 
You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor do they light 
a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, where it gives light 
to all in the house. Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your heavenly Father. In this passage from Matthew, Jesus tells us that 
we are the light of the world, called to perform good deeds and glorify God. Supporting 
the formation of our young people as disciples of Christ is one of the most important deeds 
we can do. As each of us joins in this collective effort, our light shines brighter to show our 
young people the way.   
 

Education in Virtue 

This year will be re-implementing Education in Virtue. Each month, the students will learn 
a virtue, its meaning, ways to live it, and saints that exemplify it. You can partner with us 
to reinforces these virtues at home. The program is better than ever with new materials and 
an online component. 
“Disciple of Christ, Education in Virtue is more than a curriculum, it’s a way of life—the 

means to a happy life. Education in Virtue was developed by the Dominican Sisters of 

Mary, Mother of the Eucharist and is based on St. Thomas Aquinas’ teachings on the 

virtues and gifts of the Holy Spirit. When you learn, live, and witness in virtue, it will 

overflow into every aspect of life—transforming you into the best version of yourself. 

Simply put, Education in Virtue is happiness simplified".  
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Information from the St. Martha Summer Update (FYI) 

 

St. Martha Covenant (K-8) 

 Each year we ask parents to partner with us in educating your children in the faith 
as well as academics by having you sign the St. Martha Covenant 

The Covenant: 
Together, we have the most important role in lives of your children, raising Catholic 

Christian Disciples who will one day be get to Heaven. 

As a staff, we pray for your children daily and guide the students to reach their full potential 

academically, spiritually, physically, and socially, while nurturing habits of prayer, 

service, kindness, joy, and virtue. We offer opportunities for Mass, Adoration, 

Reconciliation, Stations of the Cross, and Christian service. We teach students to "Love 

God with all your heart, soul and mind and love your neighbor as yourself". 

As a parent, you are asked to commit yourselves to raising your children to know and love 

the Lord. Take time to pray daily as a family and attend Mass. Participate in the 

sacraments. Promote growth and virtue at home in your words and actions. "Train up a 

child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it". 

I recently saw this quote that sums everything up: 

"If we don't teach our children to follow Christ, the world will teach them not to". 

 

Children's Choir Director 

I am happy to introduce Joey Dimenno as the Children's Choir Director. You will often 
hear her cantoring at Masses on the weekends. She recently was performed at musical 
performance, Glory to God, Michaela Stiles and friends and was amazing! Her daughter, 
Alba, will be a fourth grader this year. We are so excited to have her as part of our school 
community!! 

 

NWEA Success! 

Students in grades 3-8 take the NWEA Map test three times a year. The test measures 
academic progress and compares the data with nationwide norms. 
For the 22-23 school year in math, reading, and language arts, the class average scores were 
9% above the national norms. St. Martha class averages also exceeded the schools in the 
Diocese of Lansing. 
 

Open House and Curriculum Night - August 30th at 6:00 PM. (Parent Event) 

As partners in the academic, spiritual, social, and emotional development of the students, 
you are asked to attend the St. Martha Open House and Curriculum Night. *It is important 
that one parent attend from each family in grades 1-8.* 
At the event, you will hear from Fr. Mike and Mrs. Patton and representatives from the 
following activities will be available to provide information and answer questions: 
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Church Choir 
Math Club 
Church Choir 
Math Club 
Kids Corner 
Lunchroom Volunteers 
Fundraising 
Parent Service Organization (PSO) Sports (5-8 Volleyball and Basketball) 
 
You will also visit your children’s classrooms and hear from the teachers. They will discuss 
curriculum, expectations, and more! 
 

 


